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SUBJECT: INDOCHINESE REFUGEES - AUSTRALIA TO ADMIT MORE REFUGEES 
AND INCREASE UN REFUGEE FUNDING 

1 . MINISTER FOR IMMIGRATION AND ETHNIC AFFAIRS MACKELLAR ANNOUNCED 
MARCH 16 THAT AUSTRALIA HAD AGREED TO ACCEPT AN ADDITIONAL 2000 
REFUGEES BY THE END OF JUNE. 

2. HE ALSO STATED THAT AUSTRALIA HAD SET UP A COMMITTEE TO HANDLE 
APPLICATIONS FROM PEOPLE IN OR ARRIVING IN AUSTRALIA SEEKING 
REFUGEE STATUS. NEW PROCEDURE WOULD ENSURE SUCCESSFUL APPLICANTS 
OF PROTECTION UNDER THE UN CONVENTION COVERING REFUGEES. THE NEW 
COMMITTEE WILL LIAISE WITH THE OFFICE OF THE HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR 
REFUGEES TO ENSURE THAT THE INTERESTS OF APPLICANTS ARE PROTECTED. 

3. ON MARCH 19, 1978, FOREIGN MINISTER PEACOCK STATED AUSTRALIA 
HAD MADE A CASH GRANT OF 1.3 MILLION DOLLARS AVAILABLE TO HELP 
INDOCHINESE REFUGEES. THE GRANT WILL GO TO THE UNHCR FOR THE 
SPECIAL 1978 PROGRAM FOR INDOCHINESE REFUGEES IN THAILAND AND 
OTHER ASIAN COUNTRIES. 
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4. IN MAKING THE ANNOUNCEMENT, MR. PEACOCK IS REPORTED 

TO HAVE SAID, "IT IS BELIEVED MAINTENANCE OF SUITABLE RECEPTION 
FACILITIES IN NEIGHBOURING COUNTRIES WILL DISCOURAGE REFUGEES IN 
BOATS MAKING THEIR OWN WAY TO AUSTRALIA’'. 

5. AUSTRALIA WILL ALSO MAKE A SUPPLEMENTARY CONTRIBUTION OF 200,000 
DOLLS. TO THE UN COMMISSION'S 1978 WORLD-WIDE GENERAL PROGRAM. 
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6. NEW ADMISSION PROGRAM AND GRANT ANNOUNCEMENTS COINCIDED WITH 
VISIT OF UN HIGH COMMISSIONER HARTLING. THEY REFLECT AUSTRALIA'S 
CONTINUING EFFORTS TO DISSUADE REFUGEES FROM ATTEMPTING TO REACH 
AUSTRALIA BY BOAT BY TAKING MEASURES TO INSURE MORE RAPID ADMISSION 
THROUGH RECOGNEZED PROCEDURES AND TO ALLEVIATE SOME OF WORST 
FEATURES OF REFUGEE CAMP LIFE. 
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